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Summer conference and AGM: 12th June at Cardiff  

Ministry conference: 15th – 16th November at Builth Wells 
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12th June from 10.30 am to 4.00 pm 
 

St Mark’s Church, Gabalfa, Cardiff 
 

Main speaker: Revd Dr David Wenham MA PhD 
 

Did Paul get Jesus right? 
 

 
 
 

The conference this year is 
intended to be a family-friendly 
event, with a children’s 
programme run by St Mark’s 
parallel with the adult sessions.  
If you would like your children 
to come, please pre-register so 
that appropriate provision can be 
made.  Either post the enclosed 
registration form or e-mail the 
details to 

david@pagecf.plus.com.   
 

Whether or not you are bringing 
children, please let us know that 
you are planning to come.  A 
snack lunch will be provided free 
for people who register in advance, 
but will cost £2.50 to others on the 
day.   
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David Wenham has recently 
been working on a response to  
a new book entitled “The Good 
Man Jesus and the Scoundrel 
Christ” by Philip Pullman, 

author of “His Dark Materials”.  
David’s presentations at the 

conference should not only give 
a good insight into Paul’s 

teaching, but also equip us for 
the fresh controversy about 
Jesus that Philip Pullman’s  
book is certain to arouse. 

 



St Mark’s Church is to the north-west of Cardiff centre on the A470 
just south of the interchange with the A48.  Parking is available on 
site.  The church is also well served by public transport.  Anyone 
travelling by train (£15 return on Arriva Trains from anywhere in Wales 
for over-55’s) should catch a bus (routes 21, 23, 24, 26, 132 or 136) 
from the station to the clinic on North Road, opposite the church. 
 
We hope to have a bookstall for the day. 
 

There is no charge for the day, but an offering will be taken, to be 
donated (after deduction of expenses) to the Bible Society.   
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This paper was prepared as a discussion starter for a meeting of the 
EFCW Executive, and is meant, therefore, to provoke debate rather 
than provide definitive answers.  
 
I have noticed in recent months that we are being offered a lot of new 
programmes on television which emphasise the place of science in 
modern understanding.  Some of them have brought to us astonishing 
pictures of planets in our solar system, thanks to recent exploratory 
missions, and they rightly create a sense of awe and marvel as we see 
the colour, the detail, as well as learning some amazing facts about 
these distant neighbours.  
 

But why is science being given such a high profile?  It seems linked in 
part to the two-hundredth anniversary last year of the birth of Charles 
Darwin, which automatically leads to eulogising the theories of 
evolution.  I suspect it is also linked to the more aggressive secularism 
which some (only some) leading scientists are advocating. Perhaps it 
is not insignificant that the teaching of Evolution is proposed by all 
the main political parties to be made part of the National Curriculum 
within a couple of years.  And children’s television is also starting to 
broadcast science programmes, with a lot of fun and some slapstick, 
made especially for its young audience. 
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By the time you are reading this we will be able to watch another 
series on the BBC entitled The Story of Science, the trailers for which 
told us, “Of all human endeavours science has had the biggest impact 
on how we see the world and understand ourselves.” 
 

That seems rather an inflated claim to me.  After all, science as we 
know it has only been around for a couple of centuries. Before that it 
was alchemy and the general study of the natural world – done in 
order to understand more fully our place within God’s universe.  And 
despite the way the Church is berated for its treatment of Galileo when 
he suggested the earth went around the sun, we would all do well in 
the twenty-first century to ponder how deeply our self-understanding  
in the West has been shaped by the claim in Genesis that human 
beings are made “in the image and likeness of God.”  And we ought 
also to recall our indebtedness to Islam for much of the science and 
mathematics which helped bring new learning to Europe and helped 
nurture the renaissance. 
 

At Easter time, in contrast to an increasing focus on science and a 
‘scientific’ world-view, I struggled in vain to find any programme on 
the main TV channels that screened anything pertinent for Good 
Friday.  Over the Bank Holiday there was a good programme on The 
Secret Life of an Easter Masterpiece despite being told that we didn’t 
need to believe it was the Son of God dying on the cross in order to 
feel the full pathos of the picture!  The sheer detail which the artist 
managed to put into his work – revealed now only by digital enlarge-
ment – suggests that it is faith that makes sense of the subject. 
 

Another aspect of an assumed secularist viewpoint being ‘the right 
way’ to describe reality was demonstrated in the tragic events of the 
fatal plane crash in Russia in which many leading Polish people were 
killed.  On Easter Eve the people of Poland were holding a memorial 
service prior to the State Funerals the following day.  I heard the news 
report on the radio before seeing, a couple of hours later, the same 
event covered on the television news.  The radio reporter described the 
people of Poland as saying their farewells to those who had died so 
tragically.  But the news pictures showed a huge cross erected as a  
focus for the memorial, and an altar laid out with a Catholic requiem  
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mass taking place at that very same service.  Clearly it was part of 
commending their lost leaders into the hands of God.  But a quite 
different idea of mourning was created by the radio report which 
omitted so much of the factual detail.   
 

On Easter Monday Archbishop Rowan Williams played host to 
Andrew Marr and guests for Start the Week from Lambeth Palace. 
One of the other guests was Philip Pullman, the author of The Good 
Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ.  What was most engaging about 
that programme was the way both Archbishop Rowan and Philip 
Pullman evidently respected each other’s works, and at least in the 
Archbishop’s case had read Pullman’s novels and gave his response 
which was carefully listened to. 
 

It was good to hear two protagonists of faith and secularism talking 
together in mutual respect.  I would like to think that people of faith 
and people of science can do similarly.  But while the current 
emphasis is so lop-sided, with science held up as ‘reality’ and faith 
regarded as ‘preference’, it seems that the light faith sheds on being 
human will be avoided for a while yet.  
 

But what is EFCW’s role in these matters?  Should we try to engage 
with the assumed secularism of our age, as part of our standing up for 
the Christian faith in Wales – and if so, how best can we do it? 
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Would you like to comment on this article?  The EFCW Executive 
would welcome letters from EFCW members commenting on this or 
other issues raised, or giving details of local activities, or contributing 
short articles.  Contributions should preferably be submitted by e-mail 
to david @pagecf.plus.com with the subject ‘EFCW Bwletin’.  For the 
next edition, in October 2010, these should arrive not later than mid-
September.  The Executive retains the right of editorial discretion with 
regard to anything submitted for publication. 
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t p j e r u s a l e m l o s 

o w p f e e v e r y r a o p 

g b e w i l d e r m e n t e 

e f r h t r s h h g h g o a 

t f p e n t e c o s t u n k 

h i l a e a m d l u h a g a 

e l e v r e t o y l s g u s 

r l x e a s p i r i t e e k 

y e e n s p i s o u n d s e 

r d d e a c h w i n d i t d 
 

This wordsearch is based on a story from Acts chapter 2  
The words to find are underlined 

The spare letters in the grid spell out a gift from God to his people 
 

When the day of Pentecost came, Jesus’ disciples were all together in 
one place.  Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came 

from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire  that separated and came 
to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled  with the Holy Spirit  
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  Now 
there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation 
under heaven.  When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 

bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own 
language.  Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who 

are speaking Galileans?  Then how is it that we each hear them 
declaring the wonders of God in our own native language?”  Amazed 

and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 
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Did you enjoy this addition to Bwletin?  This seasonal wordsearch is 
one of about 50 biblical wordsearches, mostly based on the book of 
Genesis and the Gospels, prepared as introductory activities for 
Messy Church at St Philip’s, Tremorfa.  You are welcome to copy it   
if you would find it useful.  For details of what others are available 
please contact David Page, e-mail david@pagecf.plus.com. 
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Further details of CPAS Falcon camps have come in since the last 
issue of Bwletin was prepared: 
 

In the borders, the camp at Oswestry        
8th – 14th August is for 8-11’s, not 11-14’s. 
   

In Wales, there are two camps not listed 
before at Treginnis: 25th – 31st July and  
1st – 7th August, both for 8-11’s. 
 

For more details and a booking form visit www.cpas.org.uk/ventures. 
Please refer back to the February issue for other details of holidays for 
children and young people. 
�
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The Executive Committee decided at its last meeting to increase the 
grants available to provide support for children and young people who 
would otherwise be unable to do so to go on Christian holidays.  For 
holidays lasting a week or more the grants will now be £50 for an 
individual or £150 for a church group, and pro-rata for shorter events.  
As in the past, grants will require references from church leaders.  
Please e-mail enquiries and applications to the EFCW treasurer at 
pauline@pagecf.plus.com.  
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This is an extract from the Annual Report for 2009 
 which will be distributed and presented at the AGM.   

For those unable to attend, copies are available on request. 
 
 

Achievements and performance 
 

Dr Elaine Storkey was the guest speaker for our summer conference on 
6th June.  Taking as her overall subject ‘Challenges for the Church’, 
she presented three addresses bringing a Christian perspective to issues 
which are of great current concern: the rise of aggressive atheism, the 
growth of conflict worldwide, and the breakdown of stable relationships 
in contemporary society.  The Annual General Meeting was conducted 
during the conference. 
 
In order to provide better support to isolated members, the Executive 
has invited a newly retired married couple to undertake an itinerant 
visiting ministry on EFCW’s behalf on a voluntary basis with expenses 
paid.  This will begin in the New Year. 
 
In the light of continuing concern about developments in the Anglican 
Communion, and the response in the churches to last year’s leaflet: 
“The Jerusalem Statement and the Church in Wales”, several members 
of the EFCW Executive attended the launch in London on 6th July of 
the Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans, and the  Vice-Chair spoke 
briefly at it.  He has continued his active involvement on the Theo-
logical Commission of the Global Anglican Futures Conference: the 
Executive sees this as furthering its objective of the advancement of 
the Christian religion in Wales, so has agreed to meet some of his 
expenses in this connection. 
 
In connection with young people, EFCW continues to publicise 
holiday ventures and youth leader training provided by specialists in 
the field, and to offer subsidies where needed for those attending. 
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Financial Review 
 

Reserves Policy 
 

Reserves are retained in the general fund to cover one year’s expend-
iture plus the cost of the biennial ministry conference.  With the 
commencement of the visiting ministry in 2010 additional resources 
will also be needed.  The reserve in the designated fund is to provide 
for re-starting EFCW Venture Camps in the future. 
 

Income 
 

The main sources of income to cover general expenses are 
subscriptions and additional donations from members.   
 

Expenditure 
 

Administrative expenses, production and distribution of Bwletin, and 
executive committee expenses are covered by subscriptions and 
donations.  The biennial ministry conference which was not held in 
2009 is considered an important element in fulfilling EFCW’s 
objectives.  The Committee has agreed to a significant subsidy of the 
next conference from funds held.   
 

Funds 
 

The receipts and payments account shows a balance on the unrestricted 
fund for the year of £1,777 with £9,060 being held at the year end.   
 

The designated funds are funds remaining from the Venture Camps.  
£3,605 was held in this fund at the year end. 
 

The restricted funds are the Russell Chiswell Memorial Fund which 
was set up to allow children from disadvantaged families to attend 
camps.  £1,232 was held in this fund at the year end. 
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John Bewley was elected to the executive committee last year as lay 
representative for Monmouth diocese.  Here is his brief story: 
 

I was brought up in Bramhall, near Stockport, Cheshire.  Looking 
back, perhaps the most significant event in my Christian story was 
joining the Bramhall Crusader class in about 1949.  I attended many 
camps and house parties. We 
had a very enthusiastic male 
leadership and they conveyed a 
Christian faith which was 
worthwhile and manly.  I was 
fortunate too in that my parents 
were supportive and encouraging 
in my part in Crusaders.  Many 
of my life long friendships were 
first formed in the class.  I 
became active in the School 
Christian Fellowship and when I 
went on to Manchester 
University in the Christian 
Union.  I first heard John Stott 
when he came as Mission leader 
in 1958. 
 

Sandra and I were married in 1963 and in 1964 we moved to London 
when I joined Marks and Spencer and I again became involved in 
Crusaders, in the Pinner class.  In 1972 we moved to South Wales 
with our two sons in order for me to take up a position in the textile 
industry.    I again served in Crusaders joining the Newport class.   
In the mid 1980s, I began Reader training and was licensed in 1988.  
Since that time I have taken many services in local churches and in 
1995 during the time of Archbishop Rowan as Bishop of Monmouth I 
was licensed as a Eucharistic minister.  I have served on DCCs, 
PCCs, Area Deanery, Diocesan Conference and for 3 years from 2000 
on the Governing Body.   
�)�



After various career vicissitudes in the late 80s, I formed a legal 
recruitment agency in 1990 and sold it in 2003 since when I have been 
retired from business.  I have long been involved in sporting activities 
when time has permitted.  This now involves mainly playing golf 
(member at St Pierre, handicap 22) and walking the dog! 
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The presenting symptom of the current difficulties in worldwide 
Anglicanism is the willingness of the Episcopal Church in the USA 
(TEC) and the Anglican Church of Canada (ACoC) to consecrate 
persons in same-sex partnerships as bishops (Gene Robinson 2003, 
Mary Glasspool 2010), and to authorise rites for the blessing of   
same-sex unions in church.  These actions have brought to the surface 
deep-seated disagreements throughout the Communion about theology, 
the place of scripture, our relationship with wider society and so on.   
It has also highlighted the inadequacy of the Communion’s structures 
for dealing with such deep-seated disagreements.  The proposed 
Anglican Covenant is (or should one say ‘was’?) an attempt late in the 
day to provide a more adequate structure. 

If you want to know where we are now and what the ‘conservative’ 
side thinks, you could hardly do better than read the open letter written 
by Archbishop Henry Orombi of Uganda to Archbishop Rowan 
Williams on April 10th this year explaining his absence from the Joint 
Standing Committee (of the Communion).  Alongside it, read the 
letter of Archbishop Ian Ernest of the Indian Ocean to Archbishop 
Rowan on April 13th expressing the same stand.  Both letters have 
been posted on a number of websites including Anglican Mainstream 
and Stand Firm.  

Archbishop Orombi has an interesting analysis of our problems.       
He argues that whenever Bishops and Primates have met together 
(particularly at Dromantine in 2005 and at Dar-es-Salaam in 2007) 
they have consistently upheld the traditional understanding of scripture  
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on the presenting issue of sexuality.  They have also consistently 
resolved that TEC and ACoC should first be urged to hold back from 
actions which strain the bonds of affection in the Communion, and then 
be disciplined when they have shown themselves unwilling to do so. 

TEC has not held back, so why has none of the Bishops’ and Primates’ 
resolutions been turned into action?  Because, Archbishop Orombi 
suggests, they have been undermined.  Since the summer of 2007, and 
without anything being formally discussed, responsibility has been 
shifted from the Primates and Bishops towards other bodies, notably 
the Anglican Consultative Council (ACC) and the Joint Standing 
Committee – which has now transformed itself into the self-styled 
‘Standing Committee of the Anglican Communion’.  These bodies are 
more sympathetic to TEC and ACoC: indeed Presiding Bishop 
Katherine Jefferts Schori of TEC and other members of that church 
are members of the Standing Committee. Archbishop Orombi asks 
pertinently: ‘How can we expect the gross violators of Biblical Truth 
to sanction their own discipline when they believe they have done 
nothing wrong and further insist that their revisionist theology is 
actually the substance of Anglicanism?’ 

Archbishop Ernest wrote to the Archbishop of Canterbury: ‘You have 
yourself been amazingly patient with TEC’.  One of the big guessing 
games is to work out what lies behind Canterbury’s amazing patience 
with the American church.  Well-disposed observers see it as a 
principled determination to keep all sides in dialogue. The problem for 
the Archbishop of Canterbury is that this strategy of patience can be 
interpreted very differently.  Critics point to a gulf between the 
Archbishop’s words (sometimes guardedly critical of TEC) and his 
actions (consistently protective of TEC).  In a statement issued in June 
2006, Archbishop Williams said, with regard to the unilateral actions 
of TEC: ‘no member Church can make significant decisions unilaterally 
and still expect this to make no difference to how it is regarded in the 
fellowship’ and ‘actions have consequences’.  An increasing number 
of critics are pointing out that, four years on, and with further unilateral 
actions to TEC’s credit, we have seen no consequences following for 
the American church.  It seems that TEC has discovered precisely that  
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it can make unilateral decisions, and its actions have absolutely no 
practical consequences for them. 

Writing in the May 2010 issue of Evangelicals Now, Chris Sugden has 
clarified this kind of criticism by identifying three specific points at 
which Archbishop Williams’ intervention has deflected the purpose of 
the Primates and offered protection to TEC: ‘reneging on the agree-
ments at Dromantine [2005] (so that TEC was present at the ACC in 
Nottingham), inviting the consecrators of Gene Robinson to Lambeth  

[2007] (in advance of the conclusion of the Dar-es-Salaam timetable), 
and undermining the debate at the ACC in Jamaica [2009] which 
would have mandated a covenant with sanctions’. 

Some commentators see a division emerging between a relational and 
a confessional Communion.  The relational Communion emphasises, 
as Archbishop Williams does, the desire to keep in fellowship with 
one another, whatever our differences.  After all, people ask, haven’t 
Anglicans of different stripes always just rubbed along together? 
However, the recent Anglican Global South to South Encounter in 
Singapore (April 19th-23rd 2010) pointed out in its final communiqué 
that TEC and ACoC have set themselves ‘on a course that contradicts 
the plain teaching of the Holy Scriptures on matters so fundamental 
that they affect the very salvation of those involved’.  To carry on as 
though nothing has changed would be in effect to concede that the 
matters in dispute are merely secondary. 

Many Evangelicals will warm to the confessional approach emerging 
from GAFCON, expressed through FCA and given substance in the 
Global South to South Encounter.  But we are in the Church in Wales, 
which is still held together by relational bonds, and whose theological 
centre of gravity may be closer to TEC than to the Global South. 
There could be difficult times ahead. 
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A commentary on the Jerusalem Declaration, called “Being Faithful: 
The Shape of Historic Anglicanism Today”, can now be downloaded at: 
http://www.gafcon.org/images/uploads/BeingFaithful_JD_Commentary.pdf 
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15th – 16th November 
Caer Beris Manor at Builth Wells 

 
Speaker: Rt Rev’d Andy John, Bishop of Bangor 

(a long-standing EFCW member) 
 

An overnight conference for clergy, readers  
and others in authorised ministry and their spouses 
starting with afternoon tea at 4.00 pm on Monday  

ending at 4.00 pm on Tuesday 
 

Caer Beris Manor is set in the heart of beautiful mid-Wales.  
Overnight guests will have the full use  

of the hotel’s extensive grounds and access to fishing.   
 

Reduced rates for committed EFCW members  
(rates are unchanged for overnight guests from 2008) 

 

Financial support has been given by  
the JFW Deacon’s Mabledon Charity administered by CPAS 

 
Don’t miss out – there are limited places  

which will be allocated on a first-come first-served basis 
A booking form is included with this issue 
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Each of the six Welsh dioceses has two EFCW members serving on 
the Executive Committee – one clerical, one lay.  These representatives 
are elected by the members present at the AGM to serve for three 
years; they can serve for a further term of three years but after that 
they must stand down for at least a year.  The Chair and Vice-Chair 
are elected annually, and must stand down for at least a year after 
serving for four years. 

The Executive, made up of Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Diocesan Representatives and a few co-opted members normally 
meets four times a year, from 10.30 to 3.30 on a weekday.  The venue 
is somewhere central – currently Crossgates, near Llandrindod Wells.   

The Executive takes responsibility for organising conferences, offering 
support to isolated members, liaising with other Christian groups, 
communicating with the membership, and giving an evangelical lead 
on significant current issues.  All Executive Committee members are 
also Trustees of EFCW, which is a registered charity (No 1047004). 
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These are the posts to be filled at the forthcoming AGM: 

 

Chair  
Andrew Knight has completed the maximum four year term 

 

Vice-Chair 
 

Bangor clergy representative 
 

St David’s clergy representative 
Ian Aveson has completed the maximum six year term 

 

Llandaff lay representative 
 

Monmouth clergy representative 
David Parfitt is currently co-opted 
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These are the Executive members until the AGM on 12th June: 
 

Chair      Canon Andrew Knight 
Vice-Chair    Canon Dr Tudor Griffiths 
Secretary    David Page 
Treasurer / membership  Pauline Page 
Co-opted member   Ven Dr Will Strange 
St. Asaph rep. (clerical)  Rev’d Andy Grimwood 
St. Asaph rep. (lay)   Anna Griffiths 
Bangor rep. (clerical)   vacant 
Bangor rep. (lay)   Grace Meirion-Jones 
St. David’s rep. (clerical)  Rev’d Ian Aveson 
St. David’s rep. (lay)   Ann McKnight 
Llandaff rep. (clerical)  Rev’d Melanie Prince 
Llandaff rep. (lay)   vacant 
Monmouth rep. (clerical)  Rev’d David Parfitt (co-opted) 
Monmouth rep. (lay)   John Bewley 
Swansea & Brecon rep. (clerical) Canon Andrew Loat 
Swansea & Brecon rep. (lay)  John White 
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In our February issue, Peter and Anna Bement were introduced in a 
new voluntary role as EFCW visitors.  This new ministry is one of 

informal support: listening, net-working, sharing information, offering 
fellowship and encouragement.  Although parish clergy, curates and 
retired ministers are chiefly in mind, all isolated members whether 

clergy or lay fall within their brief.  If you would like to get in touch 
with Peter and Anna, please either ring them on 01554 833905 or  

e-mail bements@hotmail.co.uk 
�
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