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This year’s summer conference and AGM will be held on 12th June 
at St Mark’s Church, Gabalfa, Cardiff – more details on page 2 
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This year’s summer conference and AGM will be held on 12th June 
at St Mark’s Church, Gabalfa, Cardiff, from 10.30 am to 4.00 pm.   
 

The church has a good car park, and 
is well served by buses for anyone 
travelling by train (£15 return on 
Arriva Trains from anywhere in 
Wales for over-55’s). 
 

We are pleased to welcome  
Revd Dr David Wenham MA PhD  
as our main speaker.  David moved 
to Trinity College, Bristol as Vice-
Principal and Tutor in New Testa-
ment in 2008 after many years on the 
staff of Wycliffe Hall in Oxford.  He 
has published widely on the Gospels 
and on Paul.  
 

Fuller details of the conference will be included in our next issue, 
which we hope to send out several weeks before the event. 
 
The executive committee are very grateful to all of you who took the 
trouble to complete and return the questionnaire sent out with the last 
issue of Bwletin.  Thank you for your help in this. 
 

Those of you who responded were predominantly in favour of a 
conference format, and preferred talks on topical issues and Biblical 
teaching above more participatory activities.  You were equally divided 
about whether the conference should be held centrally or regionally and 
whether it should be on a Saturday or midweek.  Few of you attended 
any major Christian festivals. 
 

Meeting in January, the committee took full account of the responses, 
which they found most helpful in their planning for this year’s summer 
conference and AGM. 
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The news broke in December that Mary Glasspool, a practicing lesbian, 
had been elected as suffragan bishop of Los Angeles, although the 
appointment will only become effective if and when it is ratified by 
the diocesan authorities. 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury issued this response shortly afterwards: 
  

The election of Mary Glasspool by the Diocese of Los Angeles as 
suffragan bishop elect raises very serious questions, not just for the 
Episcopal Church and its place in the Anglican Communion, but for 
the Communion as a whole.   
 

The process of selection however is only part complete. The election 
has to be confirmed, or could be rejected, by diocesan bishops and 
diocesan standing committees.  That decision will have very important 
implications.   
 

The bishops of the Communion have collectively acknowledged that a 
period of gracious restraint in respect of actions which are contrary 
to the mind of the Communion is necessary if our bonds of mutual 
affection are to hold. 
 
Welcoming this response, EFCW subsequently issued this statement: 
  

The Evangelical Fellowship in the Church in Wales notes the words of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury on the election of Mary Glasspool by 
the diocese of Los Angeles as suffragan bishop: ‘The bishops of the 
Communion have collectively acknowledged that a period of gracious 
restraint in respect of actions which are contrary to the mind of the 
Communion is necessary if our bonds of mutual affection are to hold’.  
We believe that the election of Mary Glasspool indicates a willingness 
in the diocese of Los Angeles to break those bonds of affection, and that 
the confirmation of this election, should it happen, will indicate the willing-
ness of The Episcopal Church as a whole to take actions ‘contrary to 
the mind of the Communion’.  Those who have left The Episcopal  
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Church over recent years have, by contrast, shown their readiness to 
respect the mind of the Communion.  Such events in the United States 
have shown with increasing clarity which groups do and which do not 
represent the witness of authentic Anglicanism in that country. 
 
Many EFCW members were among several hundred in Wales who 
signed their support of the Jerusalem Declaration.  Theologians from 
around the world have been working together to produce the 
Commentary on the Jerusalem Declaration, entitled “Being Faithful: 
The Shape of Historic Anglicanism Today”, which has now been 
published on behalf of the Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans.   
For further details contact Tudor Griffiths (one of the contributors) at 
tudor@zoo.co.uk. 
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This paper originated as a discussion starter by Andrew Knight for a 
meeting of the EFCW Executive, and is meant, therefore, to provoke 
debate rather than provide definitive answers. 
  
If the secular world makes no connection between Christmas and 
Easter, Christians know better.  Year by year we tell the stories of 
Jesus’ birth and death, but link them with those of his life and ministry, 
valuing the chance to think again of his popular appeal and the 
growth of opposition leading to his condemnation.  Each of our 
congregations faces similar questions in their own mission: how can 
they ensure that Jesus is noticed and taken seriously, and where will 
the opposition focus? 
 

The Evangelical tradition has valued simplicity, both in telling the 
stories, and in worshipping the Lord revealed by them.  Indeed, we 
have  been hostile to those who, by language or ritual, have created a 
“club” whose members see themselves as superior and keep others 
out, at least until they have served a lengthy apprenticeship and learnt 
“how to do things properly”.  In support of this we have not only  
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quoted Jesus readiness to relate seriously to all sorts of people, but also 
used texts like Mark 7, where Jesus refuses to endorse the “tradition 
of the elders” to condemn his disciples, but instead condemns those 
who “abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition” 
– a serious failure of faith (Mark 7:8). 
 

There are two points I would like to make about this.  The first is that 
we all have a “human tradition”, even in Church.  It doesn’t have to 
be fussy or elaborate to be a barrier to people who don’t know about 
it, and hesitate in case they do the wrong thing.  This is why there 
have been many efforts in recent years to understand the problem, and 
make it easier for “outsiders” to come “in” with less difficulty and 
embarrassment.  This is good, because it means that we are trying to 
take the “commandment of God” – in this case, to make Jesus known 
and honoured – more seriously than the human tradition of “the way 
we have always done things”. 
 

But this is harder than it might seem, as the gospel again shows.        
In Luke 9:49, John tells Jesus of his attempt to stop someone using 
Jesus’ power, and Jesus tells him not to do this.  Clearly even the 
disciples tried to protect “their group” against outsiders: it was a 
natural thing to do.  We do the same, and have all sorts of reasons for 
it (not all of them are bad – we want to protect the teaching ministry, 
or the standards of behaviour, or…). 
 

You might like to reflect on what this means for you.  I suggest that 
any attempt to reach out in mission means facing the fact that success 
will change our “group” (congregation, organisation, church).  If it 
changes our group, it will also change us.  Even the best of our godly 
habits may need to adapt, or we shall be left in the position of the 
Pharisees opposing Jesus.  They said, about the habit of hand-washing 
before meals, “Do it properly, (in the way that makes us important!)”  
Jesus said “What is important is to do what God tells you.  If you can’t 
recognise that, you are not doing it properly, but getting in God’s 
way.”  Christian discipleship has to be ready to change patterns of 
habit and behaviour if it is to be faithful to Christ. 
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Several evangelical Christian organisations are again running holidays 
for children and young people this summer in Wales and the borders. 
The details below are based on the best information available at the 
time of going to press.  Since EFCW no longer has the resources to 
organise its own camps, we are glad to recommend these other 
activities and to offer financial assistance where appropriate for those 
who wish to attend them. 
 
CPAS has seven Ventures and three Falcon camps:  
 

Morfa Bay Venture: 7th – 14th August for 10-15’s, 
Dean Forest Falcon: 22nd – 28th August for 8-11’s, 
Oswestry Venture: 31st July – 7th August for 11-14’s, 
and Falcon: 8th – 14th August and 15th – 21st August for 11-14’s, 
Colwyn Bay Ventures: 25th July – 1st Aug and 1st – 8th August for 14-18’s, 
Criccieth Ventures: 29th July – 7th August for 11-15’s,  
9th – 19th August for 12-15’s and 21st – 31st August for 15-19’s. 
 

For more details and a booking form visit www.cpas.org.uk/ventures. 
 
Scripture Union has three holidays:  
           

 Llanmadoc Llan M: 24th – 31st July for 13-15’s,  
 Ross-on-Wye Wye Runton: 24th – 31st July for 12-14’s,  
 Oswestry Ultimate Challenge: 24th – 31st July for 12-14’s. 
 

For more details and a booking form visit    
www.scriptureunion.org.uk/holidays. 
 
SPREE Wales is being held  
again this year at Llanelli ,  
2nd – 4th  July, as a weekend  
for Christian youth groups.  SPREE Wales is a joint venture by  
Ignite, Scripture Union, Urban Saints, Evangelical Alliance and others. 
 

For more details visit www.spreewales.com.  
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Some discretionary subsidies are available to enable church groups or 
individuals to attend these, or other Christian holidays further afield. 
Book grants are also available for ordinands or trainee readers who 

are committed EFCW members. 
 

For details of subsidies and grants, please contact the treasurer,  
Mrs Pauline Page, at: pauline@pagecf.plus.com. 
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Bwletin is now being sent regularly to all of the bishops in the Church 
in Wales, and several of them have written to express their thanks.  

Please pray for our bishops, that together they may have wisdom and 
grace in their vital task of upholding the gospel and leading the 

Church in the ways of God: 

Archbishop of Wales and 
Bishop of Llandaff: 

The Most Reverend Dr Barry C Morgan 
 

Bishop of St Asaph: 
The Right Reverend Gregory K Cameron  

 

Bishop of Bangor: 
The Right Reverend Andy T G John  

 

Bishop of St Davids: 
The Right Reverend J Wyn Evans  

 

Assistant Bishop of Llandaff: 
The Right Reverend David J Wilbourne  

 

Bishop of Monmouth: 
The Right Reverend Dominic Walker OGS  

 

Bishop of Swansea and Brecon: 
The Right Reverend John D E Davies �
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Shortly before his final retirement from public ministry, John Stott 
wrote a book of daily biblical reflections through the year.  A good time 
to start using it is Easter.  Each day has a verse printed out and a short 

passage for further reading, with a reflection from John Stott marked by 
his usual wisdom, balance and clarity.  The following extract is part of 
one day’s reading, on an appropriate theme as we draw towards Lent. 

 
 

Taking Up the Cross 
 

If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me.  Mark 8:34 

 

We should not suppose that self-denial is giving up luxuries during 
Lent or that “my cross” is some personal and painful trial.  We are 
always in danger of trivializing Christian discipleship, as if it were 

no more than adding the veneer of piety to an otherwise secular 
life.  Then prick the veneer, and there is the same old pagan 

underneath.  No, becoming and being a Christian involves a change 
so radical that no image can do it justice except death and 

resurrection – dying to the old life of self-centredness and rising to 
a new life of holiness and love.  Paul was elaborating Jesus’ 

vocabulary when he wrote, “I have been crucified with Christ” 
(Gal. 2:20) and, “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified 

the sinful nature with its passions and desires” (Gal. 5:24). 
 

For further reading: Romans 8:12-14 
 
 

Through the Bible through the Year:  
Daily Reflections from Genesis to Revelation  

 John Stott   
 

ISBN 978 1 85985 658 1 
Copyright © Lion Hudson plc, published in the UK by Candle Books 
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The Bible Reading Fellowship  
 

BRF has developed its "Guidelines" daily notes for in-depth study.  
From the beginning of this year, a more practical, applied approach to 

theological study is being applied.  There is information on their 
website: http://www.biblereadingnotes.org.uk  and they offer a 

complementary copy , suggested “for your minister, a church leader, 
or someone training for ordination” if you telephone 01865 319700, or 

e-mail enquiries@brf.org.uk 
 

 BRF has also developed Foundations 21, an online resource for 
Christian discipleship, which is now free.  View it at 

http://www.foundations21.org.uk 
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With this issue of Bwletin you will find a flyer for a new Wales-wide 
Christian venture being launched next month. 

 

The new Cymru Institute for Contemporary Christianity (CICC) is 
being developed and launched by Evangelical Alliance Wales as part 
of their twentieth anniversary celebrations.  It also has the support of 
the South Wales Baptist College, the Bible Society, the Aberystwyth 
Academy for Christian Discipleship and local churches across Wales. 

 

CICC has its origins in the Cardiff Institute for Contemporary 
Christianity which ran from 2002 to 2006.  However, the inspiration 

for CICC came from the London Institute for Contemporary 
Christianity established by the Rev’d Dr John Stott, whose vision and 
leadership contributed so much to the birth and development of EFCW. 

�

)�



�

*������	������������
 
Be sure not to miss this year’s Ministry Conference for clergy and 
others in licensed ministry and their spouses.  It is planned for 15th  
– 16th November at Caer Beris Manor in Builth Wells, an attractive 

and comfortable venue with good facilities.  As previously 
announced, we look forward to welcoming the Rt Rev’d Andy John, 

Bishop of Bangor (himself a member of EFCW) as the main 
speaker.  Costs are expected to be comparable to the last ministry 
conference, but full details should be available in the next issue.  
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Day conferences by Urban Saints 
 

Discipling and mentoring children and young people 
 

Intentional mentoring relationships can make all the difference to 
your work and ministry.  This training day for men and women will 
equip you to find a mentor and be a mentor to others.  The day will 
explore what mentoring is and how people benefit, the key skills 

required in mentoring and how to set up effective mentoring 
relationships. 

 

Think you’re not a leader?  If you influence, advise or guide 
others, then this day is for you. 

 

24th April Colwyn Bay 
12th June   Bridgend 

 

For further information visit www.urbansaints.org/training2010�
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In our last issue we talked of a new ministry – that of EFCW visitors – 
being introduced this year.  Peter and Anna Bement have agreed to 
take on this voluntary role.  Their role will be one of informal support: 
listening, net-working, sharing information, offering fellowship and 
encouragement.  Although clergy are principally in mind – parish clergy, 
curates and retired ministers – all isolated members fall within their 
brief.  Asked to introduce themselves to the membership, they wrote: 
 

Peter and Anna Bement come from Cardiff.  They have two children 
and two grandchildren.  For 25 years Peter taught English literature 
in Universities in Wales and the United States; Anna taught business 
studies at Tregaron School and later at Aberystwyth College of Further 
Education.  They both came to faith in 1983, having been invited by a 
friend to St Michael’s Church in Aberystwyth.   
 

Peter prepared for 
ordination at 
Wycliffe Hall, 
Oxford, and was 
ordained in 1994.  
He served his title as 
curate in the parish 
of Hubberston and 
Hakin, Milford 
Haven, and from 
1997-2008 was Vicar 
of Llandeilo Fawr.   
 

Anna was licensed as a Lay Reader in 1997 and has worked with 
women’s and youth groups, was enrolling member of the Mothers’ 
Union, as well as running the church bookstall.  They remain active in 
retirement, helping in the parish of Burry Port and Pwll and further 
afield, and speaking at conferences and retreats.  Both are trustees of 
the Ffald-y-Brenin retreat centre, and Peter is a trustee of the St Teilo 
Trust.  They both enjoy reading, cryptic crosswords and foreign 
travel.  Peter is a fly-fisherman and cyclist.      
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Chair      Canon Andrew Knight 
Vice-Chair    Canon Dr Tudor Griffiths 
Secretary    David Page 
Treasurer / membership  Pauline Page 
Governing Body rep.   Ven Dr Will Strange 
St. Asaph rep. (clerical)  Rev’d Andy Grimwood 
St. Asaph rep. (lay)   Anna Griffiths 
Bangor rep. (clerical)   vacant 
Bangor rep. (lay)   Grace Meirion-Jones 
St. David’s rep. (clerical)  Rev’d Ian Aveson 
St. David’s rep. (lay)   Ann McKnight 
Llandaff rep. (clerical)  Rev’d Melanie Prince 
Llandaff rep. (lay)   vacant 
Monmouth rep. (clerical)  Rev’d David Parfitt (co-opted) 
Monmouth rep. (lay)   John Bewley 
Swansea & Brecon rep. (clerical) Canon Andrew Loat 
Swansea & Brecon rep. (lay)  John White 
 
We were saddened to learn of the death of Arthur Walsh in November.  
Arthur had served on the executive committee as lay representative for 
St David’s diocese until the AGM last year.  We offer our sympathy 
and prayers to his widow Thelma, and David and Rachel and the family. 
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Have you visited our website recently?   

It’s well worth a look – it’s been totally redeveloped,  
with lots of information and a fresh new user-friendly style.   

Many thanks to Gillian Knight for her work on the site  
in the recent past, and to John White who has  

developed the new one for us.  
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