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Website

Apologies to anyone who tried in vain to access the website 

or ‘Bible This Week’ during September.  The problems have 

now been resolved and normal service has been resumed.
EFCW – Registered Charity No 1047004
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Summer conferences 
St Paul’s Sketty and St Mary’s Denbigh provided good venues for our summer conferences, which were better attended than in recent years. Each meeting followed the same pattern. 

Arfon Jones of Gobaith i Gymru, who is translating the Bible into colloquial Welsh, spoke in the morning on ‘Encouraging a Bible-using Church’.  Using two excellent videos, he made the point that after 400 years we take the Scriptures for granted, in contrast to the rejoicing of those who receive them in their ‘heart language’ for the first time.  Yet, as he explained, we have many good reasons for treasuring and using the Scriptures, and many resources to draw on.  We need to recapture a sense of the value of the Bible and study it together, encouraging the use in our many different situations of whatever is most appropriate from the plethora of translations (and different media) available, and trusting in Jesus to bring it alive.

At the lunchtime AGM, Will Strange gave a brief report as the acting Chair.  The Trustees’ report and financial statement was received, the five year aims were presented and discussed and officers were elected to the executive committee for the coming year.  We welcome Gill Todd and Susie Williams as new members of the executive committee and Will Strange back into his former role as Chair.  
In the afternoon, Will Strange, Archdeacon of Cardigan and Chair of EFCW, spoke on ‘Interpreting the Bible’ (especially the difficult bits).  After dealing with several issues raised by modern thought patterns, he looked first at ‘understanding: focusing on the nature of Scripture’, examining the Bible’s own testimony to its inspired nature.  He looked then at ‘interpreting: finding the meaning of Scripture’, drawing a distinction between what it affirms and on which our faith must be built (especially that all Scripture of both Testaments points to Jesus), and what it merely assumes; before going on to apply this principle to some of the moral difficulties of Scripture.  His final challenging heading was ‘obeying: following the message of Scripture’ – as he said, a lifetime’s work of sanctification.
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Profile
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Susie Williams has recently joined EFCW’s Executive Committee as Clerical Representative of Bangor Diocese.

Born in Sheffield, Yorkshire, her family worshipped at St Thomas’, Crookes before moving to Salcombe in Devon.  It was here that Susie joined the church choir and went on to become an altar server.  During this time she was confirmed, having made a commitment at a Scripture Union event when she was ten.  

After college Susie moved to Richmond in Surrey, and worked in Westminster for a Christian ‘head-hunting’ company before returning to Devon where she worked first as Personal Assistant to the Resident Director in a 4 star hotel (getting involved too on the hotel management side) and then in Sales & Marketing for a brand new conference, exhibition and leisure centre.

She married a Welsh sheep farmer and moved to Wales in 1987.  In addition to producing four children Susie was also a full-time farmer, at one stage lambing 1,400 sheep each year.  During this time, and having struggled with God because she didn’t believe in the ordination of women, she became an ordinand and studied part-time for a theology degree through the Exploring Faith course.  Deaconed in 2003, priested in 2004 and gaining her degree in September 2005 when she also switched from being NSM to stipendiary ministry, she was curate in Botwnnog Church.  In January 2008 she moved to the Nefyn Group of Parishes, on the Llŷn Peninsula, where she is Vicar of 6 churches and enjoying the fullness of life that comes from knowing Christ.
Susie Williams
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2012 conferences
SUMMER CONFERENCES
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The decision to hold two summer conferences this year was well received, and attracted a larger turn-out both of members and of other local people than in recent years.  In consequence, preliminary plans are now being made to hold three summer conferences next year: in the north, the south-west and the south-east.  They will be earlier than this year to avoid other summer events and holidays, including the Spring bank holiday which, like half term, has been deferred to the beginning of June.  The planned dates are 12th, 19th and 26th May, though no decision has been made yet about which venue will take which date.  We look forward to seeing you in May.

MINISTRY CONFERENCE
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Tudor Griffiths has agreed to be our speaker at our next ministry conference, to be held once again at Caer Beris Manor, Builth Wells, on 12th-13th November next year.  In response to numerous requests the length of the conference will be extended from mid-morning on the Monday to mid-afternoon on the Tuesday.  Because of the importance EFCW attaches to the conference, the fees charged to those who attend are heavily subsidised; however, in spite of the expectation of an increased grant, the extended time inevitably involves increased costs.  Those who are able may wish to make a contribution beyond the subsidised charges, but the executive would not want anyone excluded on the grounds of cost, and would be happy to consider particular cases of need.
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‘Equipping the Saints’
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Marking the 400th anniversary of the King James Bible, St Mark’s Gabalfa has commenced a School of Biblical Preaching, with the aim of encouraging good Biblical preaching in the Church in Wales.  It is open to all clergy and Readers and those in training, and to lay people who (with the support of their minister) would like to develop potential gifts in this area.

Meetings are twice a month on Tuesday evenings, with one meeting focusing around a keynote address on some aspect of Biblical preaching, followed by discussion; the other meeting being a practical expository workshop involving input from participants.  For people unable to get to St Mark’s the recorded keynote addresses are on the St Mark’s website: www.stmarks-cardiff.co.uk. 
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CICC is running or supporting a wide range of events in various parts of Wales this autumn.  Here are some highlights from those still to come:
 
27th October  Evangelism – The Dreaded ‘E’ Word – Swansea
Martin Cavender, Director of ReSource: 
Swansea University Theology Lecture
 

2nd November  Living Lightly – Cardiff, CICC Cafe with Ruth Valerio

 

3rd November  Get a Grip Conference – Cardiff  
Ruth Valerio, Jonathan Stephen, Alan Hewitt

 

26th November  Know your Neighbour – Cardiff, Steve Bell 
 

28th November  Fighting Global Poverty – Aberystwyth
Elaine and Alan Storkey: Fellowship of Aberystwyth Christian Staff 

 

Full details of all CICC events are on the website www.cicconline.org. 
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John Stott 

a humble man of God

	The news came through 
at the end of July of the death of Rev’d Dr John Stott.  EFCW is deeply indebted to him, owing its formation and ongoing development in no small part to his vision and initiative.  Rev’d Bill Lewis has written this tribute to him.
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John Stott, who died on 27 July at the age of 90, was a Christian leader of great ability and of world-wide influence.  In 2005 Time magazine included him amongst the 100 most influential people in the world.  He wrote over 50 books, and he travelled to the far corners of the earth, preaching, teaching, encouraging – and indulging in his favourite pastime of bird watching.

Some idea of the extent of his influence can be gained from reading the entries on his memorial website (www.johnstottmemorial.org), with brief comments of gratitude from all over the world, and with a growing number of Thanksgiving Services planned in many countries.
His parish ministry was in central London, he was chaplain to the Queen, but you could also say that the world was his parish!  However he also had a special fondness for a small corner of Pembrokeshire.   In 1954 he bought The Hookses, Dale, a neglected farm house, of which the land had been requisitioned for Dale Airfield.  Over the years the house and outbuildings were improved to make a superb retreat centre.  One portion of an outbuilding was converted into a self-contained flat, looking straight out to sea.  Here he spent an average of 3 months every year and here he worked on most of his writing and preparation of sermons and talks.
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I, along with many others, have good reason to be grateful to him for his books, his teaching and his constant encouragement of ministry in the local church.  One special memory I have is of the time when he came to preach for me in St. Giles, Letterston in 1971: his sermon was a clear and winsome exposition of the Gospel, but the thing which impressed me most was to watch him, in the after-church “bun fight”, wandering around, cup of tea in hand, speaking to as many of the village people as possible – following the example of Jesus, as “one who came, not to be served, but to serve”.

It was his regular habit to pray the following prayer every day – “Heavenly Father, I pray that this day I may live in your presence and please you more and more.  Lord Jesus Christ, I pray that this day I may take up my cross and follow you. Holy Spirit, I pray that this day your fruit may ripen in my life – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, Three persons and one God, have mercy upon me. Amen”.

At the age of 86, 4 years before his death, he said, in his final address at the Keswick  Convention: “I want to share with you where my mind has come to rest, as I approach the end of my pilgrimage on earth, and it’s this – God wants his people to become like Christ.  Christ-likeness is the will of God for the people of God.”
His final earthly resting place is in the village cemetery in Dale, where I was given the great privilege of leading a service of burial of his ashes.  Eventually a gravestone, in Welsh slate, will mark the spot, with the following simple inscription “Buried here are the ashes of John R.W.Stott, 1921 – 2011, Rector of All Soul’s Church, Langham Place, London, 1950 – 1975, Rector Emeritus, 1975 – 2011: who resolved, both as the ground of his salvation and as the subject of his ministry, to know nothing except JESUS CHRIST and him crucified (1 Corinthians 2:2).
Rev. Bill Lewis

An edited version of this article appeared in St Davids Pobl Dewi. 

The article is reproduced in full here by permission.
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Organs
This paper by Andrew Loat originated as a discussion starter for a meeting of the EFCW executive immediately after the Governing Body met in Lampeter.  It was intended, therefore, to provoke debate.

Our Archbishop, Dr. Morgan, managed to obtain the front page headline in yesterday’s Western Mail which proclaimed – next to a happy picture of Katherine Jenkins in casual wear – Church in Wales provokes organs donations outrage. ‘Church’ and ‘outrage’ all in one caption no doubt made it a sure cert for the front page.   Now I thought it was quite OK for churches to donate their obsolete organs to grateful (or unimaginative) recipients, but this is not what the article was about.

The Archbishop was referring to the Welsh Government’s stated aim of introducing legislation which would presume a dying person consents to their body parts being donated for organ transplant – unless the patient has expressly opted-out.  If passed, this would make Wales the first nation within the UK to legislate for ‘presumed consent’, just as shortly we will be the first to charge 5p for plastic bags.

I cannot help but feel that the Assembly has grasped both plastic bags and organ donation as ‘easy targets’ to achieve and add to their public CV, while areas such as education are proving so difficult to handle.

Be that as it may, the Archbishop’s address to the Church in Wales Governing Body highlighted his concerns as to whether this area was an appropriate path for the State to tread: “Giving organs is the most generous act of self-giving imaginable,” he is quoted as saying, “but it has to be a choice that is freely embraced, not something the state assumes.  Put more crudely, it turns volunteers into conscripts. Presumed consent is not really consent at all, merely the assumption that there are no objections.”  He warned of the danger of the state acting in a coercive manner, putting relatives of a dying person under pressure because it would feel as if they are being asked to decide about the disposal of state assets.
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Well, there was quite a backlash from people whom the Western Mail prodded for a response, especially people who themselves have received an organ transplant or are waiting for one.  Predictably, someone called the Archbishop’s comments not just “unchristian” but “very unchristian” and adding, “The Church in Wales should not involve itself in something as sensitive as this.”  Another person was quoted as complaining, “They talk about human rights, but what about our human rights?  The right to a transplant and a better quality of life.”

Now forgive me if you must, but it is news to me that anyone has a right to receive a transplant; and what do we mean if we say that people have a right to a better quality of life?  Better than what? Better than what that person is currently experiencing, or better than the boss of Barclays, or better than a slum dweller in Nairobi?

The clinching statement in opposition came from a spokesman for the Welsh Assembly who said, “Research shows the Welsh public over-whelmingly backs our proposals.”  Well, that’s an end to it, then, isn’t it?  Who dares argue against the majority of public opinion!

Laying aside the concerns of people that removal of organs involves invading the body before death has occurred, the Archbishop has helpfully put into the public arena a challenge to simplistic, utilitarian attitudes.  And he has caught Cardiff Bay by surprise.

I will be interested to see if, and how, the debate develops.  I am looking forward to hearing your views also.  Over the years when the topic of bodily organ donation has come up, I have often wondered how it relates to what we say each week in the Creed: “I believe in the resurrection of the body.”  I am not concerned about God’s ability to raise a body which has a kidney or liver or even heart missing, but I am concerned that the current debate is so anthropo-centric.  In declaring our belief in the resurrection of the dead, we are not saying that at the end of all things we will regenerate ourselves like a Dr. Who; in fact, we will do nothing: we will be powerless because we will be dead.  It is God who will raise the body to give it resurrection life like Christ’s. 
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We, then, become not owners of our bodies like car owners who swap spare parts, but we are properly stewards of our bodies rather like we are stewards of creation.  The question is, “How should I rightly use my body which God has given me and which one day he will raise from the dead?”  Many Christians may want to argue that organ donation fits in with this responsibility, but I would like to hear it argued from a theo-centric perspective rather than the usual, “it’s mine, I’ll do what I like with it!”  Discuss.

Andrew Loat
This paper sparked a lively debate at the executive committee meeting.  How do you react to these issues?  You can respond through the website www.efcw.org.uk or e-mail david@pagecf.plus.com.
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Five Year Aims
Five year aims for 2011 – 2015 were proposed by the executive committee and published in the May issue of Bwletin.  These were accepted by the membership at the summer conferences, and several issues were raised for consideration as they were developed further.

Reviewing the responses at the conferences, the executive committee proposes now to look at each of the five year aims in more detail, focusing on one of them at each of its next five meetings.  Rather than remaining simply a statement of intent, they purpose that they should now set EFCW’s agenda for the next five years, though the gloss (shown in italics in the last issue) could be developed over time and revised as appropriate, not least in the light of comments received at the conferences.
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One of our members received this e-mail in mid-September, and asked for it to be passed on for your interest and prayers.

St Benet’s, Paul's Wharf is a Wren church in central London close to St Paul’s Cathedral.  In 1879, Queen Victoria issued an Order in Council establishing services at St Benet’s in the Welsh language according to the rite of the Church of England.  Such services have been held there ever since.

 

My name is Aneirin Glyn, and I am a curate at St Helen’s, Bishops-gate in London.  Alongside my role at St Helen’s, I am due to be licensed as priest-in-charge at St Benet’s on 2nd October.  The current St Benet’s congregation is small and recognises the need to reach out and grow.  There is a thriving Welsh community in London, for many of whom Welsh is their mother tongue.

 

Please join in praying that as God’s word is proclaimed at St Benet’s, many would come to know Christ and be built up in him, and that this would in due course further the spread of the gospel in Wales. 
	BANK ACCOUNTS
At the end of 2008 the EFCW committee changed its bank to CAF Bank Ltd – the charity bank.  Following the increase in subscriptions from 2009, all members who paid their annual subscription by standing order (the preferred method) were sent forms to transfer their annual payments from HSBC to CAF Bank.  Most responded quickly; some took more than one request, but three members have still not replied.

We have now closed the account with HSBC which means those three members will have their payments rejected in 2012.  We hope they will wish to remain members and complete one of the many change of standing order forms that they have been sent. 

Pauline Page   Treasurer
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Executive Committee

Following the elections at the AGM, these are the members of the executive committee for the coming year.  We welcome Gill Todd and Susie Williams as new members of the committee and Will Strange back into his former role as Chair.
Chair


 


Ven Dr Will Strange 

Vice-Chair




Dr Gill Todd
Secretary




Mr David Page

Treasurer / membership secretary

Mrs Pauline Page

Governing Body rep



Canon Andrew Knight
St. Asaph rep (clerical)


Rev’d Andy Grimwood

St. Asaph rep (lay)



vacant
Bangor rep (clerical)



Rev’d Susie Williams
Bangor rep (lay)



Mrs Grace Meirion-Jones

St. David’s rep (clerical)


Rev’d Mike Sadler
St. David’s rep (lay)



Mrs Ann McKnight

Llandaff rep (clerical)



Rev’d Melanie Prince

Llandaff rep (lay)



vacant

Monmouth rep (clerical)


Rev’d David Parfitt 

Monmouth rep (lay)



Mr John Bewley

Swansea & Brecon rep (clerical)

Canon Andrew Loat

Swansea & Brecon rep (lay)


Mr John White



EFCW visitors

To get in touch with our EFCW visitors, 
Peter and Anna Bement,

please either ring them on 01554 833905 

or e-mail bements@hotmail.co.uk
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